
Forensic Science Qualification Framework 

Skills for Justice 
Owned Qualifications 

Planned or in  
Development 

KEY 
Level 3  

Advanced  
14-19 Diploma in Public  

Services 
 

(Also at Level 2 Higher and Level 1  
Foundation) 

A Levels 

GCSEs 

BSc Forensic Science BSc Crime Scene  
Science 

Level 3  
Advanced  

14-19 Diploma in Science 
 

(Also at Level 2 Higher and Level 1  
Foundation) 

 

Foundation  
Degree 

Fingerprints 

Foundation  
Degree 
CSI 

Foundation  
Degree 

Laboratory  
Assistant 

Foundation  
Degree 
Footwear 

BSc Biology/  
Masters Degree/ 

PhD 

BSc Computer Science/
Masters Degree/ 

PhD 

Level 5 Diplomas in: 
Fire Investigation 
Firearms Chemistry 
Hydrocarbon Oils 

Toxicology 
Drug Analysis 
Contact Traces 

Level 5 Diplomas in: 
Body Fluids 
Entomology 
Palynology 

Blood Pattern Analysis 
DNA 

LCN DNA 
Sexual Offences 

Level 5 Diplomas in: 
Digital Crime 

Crime Scene Mapping 
Cell Site Analysis 
Mobile Phones 
Audio Visual 

Level 5 Diplomas in: 
Ballistics 
Footwear 

Crime Scene 
Fingerprints 

Questioned Documents 

Level 5 Diplomas in: 
Anthropology 
Archaeology 
Gemmology 
Pathology 

Forensics in the 
Police Service 

Private Providers 
of Forensic  
Services 

External  
Qualifications 

BSc Forensic Science/
Masters Degree/ 

PhD 

BSc Crime Scene  
Science/ Masters  
Degree/ PhD 

Level 6 Diplomas in: 
Fire Investigation 
Firearms Chemistry 
Hydrocarbon Oils 

Toxicology 
Drug Analysis 
Contact Traces 

Level 7 Diplomas in: 
Fire Investigation 
Firearms Chemistry 
Hydrocarbon Oils 

Toxicology 
Drug Analysis 
Contact Traces 

BSc Chemistry/ 
Masters Degree/ 

PhD 

Foundation 
Degrees 

Level 7 Diplomas in: 
Body Fluids 
Entomology 
Palynology 

Blood Pattern Analysis 
DNA 

LCN DNA 
Sexual Offences 

Level 6 Diplomas in: 
Body Fluids 
Entomology 
Palynology 

Blood Pattern Analysis 
DNA 

LCN DNA 
Sexual Offences 

Level 7 Diplomas in: 
Digital Crime 

Crime Scene Mapping 
Cell Site Analysis 
Mobile Phones 
Audio Visual 

Level 6 Diplomas in: 
Digital Crime 

Crime Scene Mapping 
Cell Site Analysis 
Mobile Phones 
Audio Visual 

Level 7 Diplomas in: 
Ballistics 
Footwear 

Crime Scene 
Fingerprints 

Questioned Documents 

Level 6 Diplomas in: 
Ballistics 
Footwear 

Crime Scene 
Fingerprints 

Questioned Documents 

Level 7 Diplomas in: 
Anthropology 
Archaeology 
Gemmology 
Pathology 

Level 6 Diplomas in: 
Anthropology 
Archaeology 
Gemmology 
Pathology 


