
Fire & Rescue Services Qualification Framework 

Level 3 N/SVQ in  
Operations in the  
Community 

Level 3 N/SVQ in  
Control Operations 

Level 3 Advanced  
Apprenticeship in  
Operations in the 
Community 

Skills for Justice 
Owned Qualifications 

Planned or in  
Development 

KEY 

Level 3 N/SVQ in 
Watch  

Management 

Level 3 Certificate in  
Fire Safety 

Level 4 Certificate/
Diploma in  Fire 

Safety 

Level 5 QCF  
Qualification in Fire  

Investigation 

QCF Qualifications in 
Breathing  
Apparatus 

QCF Qualifications in 
Water Rescue 

QCF Qualifications in 
Incident  
Command 

Level 4 Award/
Diploma in Civil  
Contingencies 

External  
Qualifications/Training 

Fire Services College Programmes 
 

• Incident Command 
• Civil Resilience 
• Specialist Operations 
• Hazardous Materials 
• Fire and Community Safety 
• Rope, Water and Associated Rescue Skills 
• Train the Trainer 
• Leadership and Management 

Scottish Fire Services College  
Programmes 

 
• Firefigher Foundation Programme 
• Firefighter Development Programme 
• Breathing Apparatus Instructors Course 
• Road Traffic Collision Operators Course 
• Road Traffic Collision Instructors course 
• Fire Safety Officers Development modules 1,2, 3 
• Health, Safety and Risk Management: managing 

Safely (IOSH) 
• NEBOSH—General Certificate 
• Urban Search and Rescue Tool Skills 
• Community Planning and Community Safety Partner-

ship Working 

Scottish Fire Services Leadership and  
Management Qualifications Pathway 

SCQF Level 6  
SVQ in Operations in the  

Community 

SCQF Level 4-5  
Foundation Programme 

SCQF Level 6  
Certificate in First 
Line Management 

SCQF Level 6 PDA  
Crew Management 

SCQF Level 9 Diploma 
in Public Service  
Leadership 

SCQF Level 7  
HNC in Watch  
Management  

SCQF Level 11  
Executive  
Diploma 

SCQF Level 11 
MBA 

IOD Chartered  
Director 

Level 2 BTEC in  
Operations in the 
Community 

Level 3 BTEC in  
Operations in the 
Community 

Level 3 BTEC in  
Compartment Fire 
Behaviour Training 

Level 3 Certificate in 
Fire Safety and Risk 

Management 

Level 2 in Fire  
Science, Operations 

and Safety 

Level 3 Fire Science 
and Fire Safety 

Level 3 in Fire  
Science and Fire 
Service Operations 

Level 3 in Fire  
Science, Operations 

and Safety 

Level 4 Fire Science 
and Fire Safety 


