Unit 1

	Title:


	The role of the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) within the courts and legal system in England and Wales.

	Level:


	3

	Credit Value:


	10


	Learning outcomes

The learner will:
	Assessment criteria

The learner can:

	1 Understand the structure of the law
	1.1 Explain what law is

1.2 Identify the sources of law

1.3 Explain how law can be classified

1.4 Distinguish between criminal and civil law

1.5 Distinguish between common law and equity

	2 Understand what the organs of government are
	2.1 Explain the role of:

· The Executive

· Judiciary

· The Legislature

	3 Understand how an Act of Parliament is created
	3.1 Describe the different types of Bills

3.2 Describe the stages a Bill must go through in order to become an Act of Parliament



	4 Understand the role of delegated legislation
	4.1 Explain why there is a need for delegated legislation

4.2 Identify the types of UK secondary legislation  

4.3 Explain the controls exercised over delegated legislation

4.4 Explain the advantages and disadvantages of  delegated legislation

4.5 Apply an understanding of delegated legislation to a given situation



	5 Understand how the doctrine of judicial precedent operates
	5.1 Explain how case law operates as a source of law

5.2 Describe how the doctrine of judicial precedent works

5.3 Explain when the court can avoid the previous decision of a higher court

5.4 Apply an understanding of judicial precedent to a given situation

	6 Understand the impact of European Union law on the law of England and Wales
	6.1 Describe the following forms of EU laws:

· Treaties

· Regulations

· Directives

6.2 Outline the impact of EU law on National Law

6.3 Apply an understanding of EU Law and the influence it has had on National laws 

	7 Understand the court hierarchy
	7.1 Describe the main work undertaken by the criminal courts in England and Wales

7.2 Describe the main work undertaken by the civil courts in England and Wales

7.3 Describe the system of appeals within the court hierarchy

7.4 Describe the range of methods of Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) 

7.5 Explain the role of the Criminal Review Commission

7.6 Apply an understanding of the court hierarchy to a given situation

	8 Understand the relevance of the European Convention on Human Rights
	8.1 Explain the rights and freedoms granted by Section 1 of the European Convention of Human Rights

8.2 Describe the application of the Human Rights Act, 1998 and the relevance of it within the UK

8.3 Apply an understanding of the European convention on Human Rights to a given situation

	9 Understand the personnel of the English Legal System
	9.1 Describe the different types of legal representatives

9.2 Explain the roles of the different types of legal representative

9.3 Describe the different levels of judge and their allocation within the court system



	10 Understand the contribution made by laypersons within the administration of justice of England and Wales
	10.1 Describe the role of magistrates

10.2 Describe the role of the jury

10.3 Describe the involvement of other lay persons 

10.4 Apply an understanding of the contribution by laymen to the English Legal System to a given situation

	11 Understand the role and structure of the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS)
	11.1 Explain the origin & development of the CPS

11.2 Identify the guiding aims, principles and standards of the CPS

11.3 Describe the organisational structure and management of the CPS

11.4 Identify the main function and accountability of the Director of Public Prosecution (DPP) and other key personnel in the CPS

11.5 Explain the role of the CPS with other agencies in the Criminal Justice Sector

11.6 Describe the CPS’ role in making the charging decision

11.7 Explain the role of the Crown Prosecution Service Inspectorate

	12 Understand the role of paralegals in the CPS
	12.1 Describe the role and function of paralegals in the CPS

12.2 Explain the role of each of the following rules and guidance:

· Criminal Case Management Framework

· Manual of Guidance

· Criminal Procedure Rules 2010

· Consolidated Criminal Practice Direction

12.3 Explain the main responsibilities of paralegals for file tracking and administration 

12.4 Identify the key responsibilities of paralegals in relation to Court Lists

12.5 Identify the Custody Time Limits 

12.6 Explain the importance of compliance with the Custody Time Limits

12.7 Apply an understanding of the role of the paralegal in the CPS to a given situation

	13 Understand how the CPS works with counsel
	13.1 Define the meaning of ‘counsel’

13.2 Explain the purpose of a conference with counsel

13.3 Identify the range of non trial involvement that counsel may have with the case.

13.4 Describe the required content of the brief

13.5 Apply an understanding of how the CPS works with counsel to a given situation

	14 Understand the role of the CPS paralegal in criminal proceedings 
	14.1 Describe the tasks a paralegal must complete prior to the trial of a case

14.2 Identify the paralegals’ responsibility at a summary trial in the Magistrate’s Court

14.3 Identify how a paralegal can support counsel at a Crown Court trial

14.4 Apply an understanding of the role of the CPS paralegal in criminal proceedings  to a given situation

	15 Understand the need and responsibility to care for, and communicate with, victims and witnesses
	15.1 Identify the potential impact on a victim (or witness) of a crime, and its associated criminal proceedings

15.2 Describe the standards of care for victims and witnesses of crimes

15.3 Identify the commitment to victims and their families given in the Prosecutors’ Pledge  

15.4 Explain how the ‘No Witness No Justice’ programme works.

15.5 Describe the role of the paralegal in supporting witnesses

15.6 Explain the requirements that must be satisfied for a witness anonymity order to be granted

15.7 Identify the procedures taken to secure the  attendance of witnesses at trial

15.8 Apply an understanding of the need  and responsibility to care for, and communicate with, victims and witnesses to a given situation


